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PA^NT COOPERATION TREAT* 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: 

KOHRS, Martin 
Thomson Multimedia 
46, quai Alphonse Le Gallo 
F-92648 Boulogne 
FRANCE 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

13 November 2001 (13.11.01) 


Applicants or agents me reierence 

PF990046 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/EP00706634 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 July 2000(12.07.00) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

X the applicant [^] the inventor J ] the agent |~~ ] the common representative 


Name and Address 

THOMSON MULTIMEDIA 
46, quai Alphonse Le Gallo 
F-92100 Boulogne-Billancourt 
France 


State of Nationality 
FR 


State of Residence 
FR 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

X the person | | the name "*"[ the address j J the nationality ! J the residence 


Name and Address 

THOMSON LICENSING S.A. 
46, quai Alphonse Le Gallo 
F-92100 Boulogne-Billancourt 
France 


State of Nationality 
FR 


State of Residence 
FR 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 




4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
[")<] the receiving Office f~ ] the designated Offices concerned 
[ ^| the International Searching Authority [3<] the elected Offices concerned 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority | | other: 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Beate GIFFO-SCHMITT 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 


004448667 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) | Lf 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 


PF990046 


FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 


International filing date (clay/month/year) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 


PCT/EP00/06634 


12/07/2000 


12/07/1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




H04N5/00 






Applicant 






THOMSON MULTIMEDIA et al. 







1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




Basis of the report 


II 


□ 


Priority 


III 




Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 


□ 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 


□ 


Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
08/02/2001 


Date of completion of this report 
19.07.2001 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
/jjj) D-80298 Munich 

ST' Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: 449 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer y^** 55 **^ 

Luckett, P (C ^ |) 
Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8965 ^3*2^ 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/EP00/06634 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -7 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-9 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/2-2/2 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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International application No. PCT/E POO/06634 



□ 



the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
H claims Nos. 1-9. 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

B the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements beloW) or said claims Nos. 1 -9 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 



because: 
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R It m III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

1 The features of the independent claims are cast in such broad and vague terms 
that these claims are not deemed to find adequate technical support in the 
description nor to be adequately clear to enable a fair determination of their 
intended scope (Art 6, PCT). 

2a The claims are neither clear nor concise (Art 6, PCT). The number of independent 
claims and the disparity between their respective subject matter makes it impos- 
sible to determine the matter for which protection is sought, and places an undue 
burden on others seeking to establish the extent of the protection. In order to 
overcome this objection, it would appear appropriate to file an amended set of 
claims defining the relevant subject-matter in terms of a minimum number of 
independent claims in each category followed by dependent claims covering fea- 
tures which are merely optional. 

2b In independent claim 1 the "television receivers" are defined as being "linked" to, a 
"server", but no definition is given of these receivers being used in the steps of 
transmitting data to or from the server. The broad terms of the claim leave open 
the actual transmission paths intended so that these could include a separate 
telephone based communication network, e.g. the Internet. 

2c Independent claim 4, in contrast does specify that data is sent to the server 
"through their respective television receivers", but it does not clarify that the 
communication established by the server, is through the respective receivers. 

2d Independent claim 8 is the broadest of all claims. In its extreme interpretation, it 
involves nothing more than a television receiver having the possibility of two way 
communication controlled via a "microprocessor" and an "interface". The fact that 
the processor and interface are merely suitable for the functions defined in the 
claim does not imply any real technical limitation to the claim's scope. Any of the 
many well known , TV sets with interactive electronic program guide and selection 
facility, effectively anticipates the broad terms of this claim. 
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2e It should be noted in respect of the described embodiments that a TV receiver 
expanded with a set top box including microprocessor, modem and memory is 
considered to be the technical equivalent of a PC equipped with a video card and 
Internet facility. A skilled person well understands the technical equivalence of 
these alternative constellations, and no inventive merit can be seen in drawing 
any presumed surprising effect or benefit of one over the other. 

3a In as far as their scope can at present be determined, it appears that at least 
some of the broader claims are either anticipated or rendered obvious by the 
disclosure of :- 

D1 : US-A-5 835 087 (EISNER JASON M ET AL) 1 0 November 1998 
(1998-11-10) 

3b Considering the fact that any PC fitted with a video card can be considered as a 
"television receiver", the sole distinction between the embodiments of the 
invention and the disclosure of D1 where referring to "virtual communities" (cf D1 
cols 73 - 75) is that the user profiles for defining such "chat" communities are 
defined with reference to data relating to TV programs actually watched. 

3c However, systems for monitoring TV audience viewing habits by polling data 
transmitted from subscriber sets to head end stations are very well known in the 
art. A skilled person would readily understand that the "user profiles" which 
"indicate the user's interest..." (cf. D1 col/lines: 75/30-32 ) include just such data 
when the PCs of the computer based system disclosed in D1 are fitted with the 
equally commonly known video cards turning them into "television receivers". This 
is all the more to be expected of a skilled person, given the trend to merge 
technologies of broadcast television facilities and on-line computer facilities, a 
trend which was well understood by all skilled persons at the application's priority 
date. 

4 The independent claim/s/ are not cast in the two part form, with those features 
which in combination are part of the prior art (see document D1) being placed in 
the preamble. This is considered to be particularly appropriate in the present case 
as it is regarded as essential to establishing a clear picture of the contribution 
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made by the applicants vis-a-vis the closely relevant subject matter known from 
D1. 

5 Reference signs in parentheses inserted in the claims would increase their 
intelligibility. This applies to both the preamble and characterising portion. 

6 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. To reflect the state of the art adequately in the 
description, the document D1 should be identified in the opening pages and the 
relevant background art disclosed therein should be briefly discussed. 
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NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 





Date of mailing 

(day/monthfyeao 1 9.07.2001 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PF990046 


i 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/EPOO/06634 


International filing date (dayjmonth/year) 
12/07/2000 


Priority date (aay/month/year) 
12/07/1999 


Applicant 

THOMSON MULTIMEDIA et al. 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/lB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation c 1 any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepa-e and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on :ne applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of tre I PEA/ 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Schalinatus, D 

Tel.+49 89 2399-8242 



Form PCT/1 PEA/41 6 (July 1992^ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's tile reference 
PF990046 


See Notification of Transmittal of international 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Prei.-ninary Examination Report (Form PCT/I PEA/4 16) 


International application No. 
PCT/EP00/06634 


International filing date (day/month/yean 
12/07/2000 


Priority date (day/momh/year) 
12/07/1999 


Internationa) Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
H04N5/00 


Applicant 






THOMSON MULTIMEDIA et al. 







1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. . 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


III 


8 


IV 


□ 


V 


□ 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



citations and explanations suporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
08/02/2001 ^ 



Date of competion of this report 
19.07.2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized oficer 
Luckett, P 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8965 
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INTERNATIONAL PRETTI 
EXAMINATION REPORT 




INARY 



International application No. PCT/E POO/06634 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-7 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Ruie 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-9 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/2-2/2 



as originally filed 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

Ml. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
K claims Nos. 1-9. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination {specify): 

C3 the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 1 -9 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos/. 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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Re It mill 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

1 The features of the independent claims are castjn such broad and vague terms 
that these claims are not deemed to find adequate technical support in the 
description nor to be adequately clear to enable a fair determination of their 
intended scope (Art 6, PCT). 

2a The claims are neither clear nor concise (Art 6, PCT). The number of independent 
claims and the disparity between their respective subject matter makes it impos- 
sible to determine the matter for which protection is sought, and places an undue 
burden on others seeking to establish the extent of the protection. In order to 
overcome this objection, it would appear appropriate to file an amended set of 
claims defining the relevant subject-matter in terms of a minimum number of 
independent claims in each category followed by dependent claims covering fea- 
tures which are merely optional. 

2b In independent claim 1 the "television receivers" are defined as being "linked" to a 
"server", but no definition is given of these receivers being used in the steps of 
transmitting data to or from the server. The broad terms of the claim leave open 
the actual transmission paths intended so that these could include a separate 
telephone based communication network, e.g. the Internet. 

2c Independent claim 4, in contrast does specify that data is sent to the server 
"through their respective television receivers", but it does not clarify that the 
communication established by the server, is through the respective receivers. 

2d Independent claim 8 is the broadest of all claims. In its extreme interpretation, it 
involves nothing more than a television receiver having the possibility of two way 
communication controlled via a "microprocessor" and an "interface". The fact that 
the processor and interface are merely suitable for the functions defined in the 
claim does not imply any real technical limitation to the claim's scope. Any of the 
many well known , TV sets with interactive electronic program guide and selection 
facility, effectively anticipates the broad terms of this claim. 
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2e It should be noted in respect of the described embodiments that a TV receiver 
expanded with a set top box including microprocessor, modem and memory is 
considered to be the technical equivalent of a PC equipped with a video card and 
Internet facility. A skilled person well understands the technical equivalence of 
these alternative constellations, and no inventive merit can be seen in drawing 
any presumed surprising effect or benefit of one over the other. 

3a In as far as their scope can at present be determined, it appears that at least 
some of the broader claims are either anticipated or rendered obvious by the 
disclosure of :- 

D1 : US-A-5 835 087 (EISNER JASON M ET AL) 1 0 November 1 998 
(1998-11-10) 

3b Considering the fact that any PC fitted with a video card can be considered as a 
"television receiver", the sole distinction between the embodiments of the 
invention and the disclosure of D1 where referring to "virtual communities" (cf D1 
cols 73 - 75) is that the user profiles for defining such "chat" communities are 
defined with reference to data relating to TV programs actually watched. 

3c However, systems for monitoring TV audience viewing habits by polling data 

transmitted from subscriber sets to head end stations are very well known in the 
art. A skilled person would readily understand that the "user profiles" which 
"indicate the user's interest..." (cf. D1 col/lines: 75/30-32 ) include just such data 
when the PCs of the computer based system disclosed in E>1 are fitted with the 
equally commonly known video cards turning them into "television receivers". This 
is all the more to be expected of a skilled person, given the trend to merge 
technologies of broadcast television facilities and on-line computer facilities, a 
trend which was well understood by all skilled persons at the application's priority 
date. 

4 The independent claim/s/ are not cast in the two part form, with those features 
which in combination are part of the prior art (see document D1) being placed in 
the preamble. This is considered to be particularly appropriate in the present case 
as it is regarded as essential to establishing a clear picture of the contribution 
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made by the applicants vis-a-vis the closely relevant subject matter known from 
D1. 

5 Reference signs in parentheses inserted in the claims would increase their 
intelligibility. This applies to both the preamble and characterising portion. 

6 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. To reflect the state of the art adequately in the 
description, the document D1 should be identified in the opening pages and the 
relevant background art disclosed therein should be briefly discussed. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 H04N5/00 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or (o both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 H04N 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consorted during the international search (name of data base and where practical search terms used) 

EPO-Internal, WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dawn No. 



US 5 835 087 A (EISNER JASON M ET AL) 
10 November 1998 (1998-11-10) 
column 8, line 45 -column 79, line 9 

EP 0 660 605 A (HITACHI LTD) 

28 June 1995 (1995-06-28) 

column 8, line 12 -column 31, line 36 

WO 96 33562 A (HYBRID NETWORKS INC) 
24 October 1996 (1996-10-24) 
page 5, line 33 -page 17 



1,2 

3 

3 

1-3 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



ID 



Patent famiy members are listed in annex. 



• Special categories of cried documents : 

■A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 
earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 
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which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

•O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

•p* document pu bushed prior to the international fling date but 
later than the priority date darned 



•T later document published after the international fifing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

•y document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined wtth one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

•4' document member of the same patent famify 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
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Date of maifing of the international search report 
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Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5816 Patent taan 2 
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